
The School Equity Committee developed a leadership project for

students around food security to build on their food drives. 

Staff worked with REPLENISH and utilized our resources to launch

the club called the Plate Pioneers, made up of about 15 students. 

Students will see how their efforts are directly strengthening

their community and take pride knowing their leadership is

making a meaningful difference for classmates and families. 
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The Plate Pioneers met with local leaders

to provide insights in local food

insecurity and guide the activities and

projects they created throughout the

year. The school year culminated with a

visit from Mark Dinglasan, the Executive

Director of the State Office of the Food

Security Advocate.



Teacher Champions – Teachers are meeting monthly, focusing on

previously completed work. 

Weekly Student Club – A weekly club with a teacher stipend to

strengthen student leadership and provide consistent oversight. 

Donate and Create – Students donated over 20 totes of canned goods to

REPLENISH. Before donating, classrooms used the cans to build creative

structures. 

Food for Thought Newsletter – The Plate Pioneers write newsletters

featuring recipes from REPLENISH, Share your Foodways, what they have

done, and food pantry locations. 

Support for SNAP Families – They began privately reaching out to SNAP-

eligible families to offer food-assistance support. They are currently

helping 11 families. 

Bagging Uneaten Breakfast Items – The Plate Pioneers help bag uneaten,

non-refrigerated breakfast items, which are sent home discreetly to

families who may benefit each week.

Share Carts & Classroom Share Baskets – These remain active across the

building to reduce waste and increase access to food throughout the day. 

Student-Created Commercial – The club produced a short commercial

promoting the proper use of share carts and encouraging responsible

sharing for our upcoming monthly news.

Lunchroom Refrigerator – The Plate Pioneers advocated for a new

refrigerator available to collect unopened cold items for students to take

as needed. 

Friday Food Bags – The Plate Pioneers prepare food bags that any student

may discreetly pick up on their way out to support weekend food security. 

Collaboration With Our Food Provider – They have worked closely with

their food-service provider to ensure all aspects of the initiative

complied with required guidelines and regulations 

“Magic Closet” Grant – They received a $1,500 grant from Hackensack

Meridian to support a new “Magic Closet,” inspired by “And Then, Boom…”,

offering students supplies, clothing, and essential resources in a safe,

stigma free space.

WHAT HAVE PLATE
PIONEERS BEEN DOING?


