
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

WATER RESOURCES ASSOCIATION/WATERSHED MANAGEMENT GROUP MEETING 
HELD AT THE 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS MEETING ROOM 
January 9, 2017 

1:30 P.M. 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Mr. Williams at 1:30 p.m. Notice of this meeting, pursuant to 
the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-10 and the NJ Water Quality Management Planning Rules, 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-9.3(b)7,  have been complied with and are entered into the minutes of this meeting. A 
salute to the flag was observed prior to the start of today’s meeting.   
 
I. Roll Call 
 

Attendance was as follows: 
 

William Robins Borough of Dunellen Not present 
Theodore Chase, Jr. Township of Franklin Present 
Freeholder Charles Tomaro Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders Not present 
Alan Godber 
Will Sigle 

Lawrence Brook Watershed Partnership, Inc. Not present 
Not present 

Sewell Peckham Borough of Helmetta Not present 
David Hall Township of Old Bridge Not present 
Dawn Mc Donald 
Margaret Drozd 

Borough of Spotswood Not present 
Not present 

Michael Hill Freehold Soil Conservation District Present 
Brandon Goldfine 
Stephen Pospiech 
Leigh Anne Hindenlang 
Andrew Toth 
William Kurzenberger 

Middlesex Water Company 
City of Perth Amboy 

Present 
Not present 
Not present 
Not present  
Not present 

Donald Newton Borough of Sayreville Present 
Dawn Corcoran-Gardella Township of Piscataway Not present 
Vincent Martino Middlesex County Planning Board Not present 
Siegfred Hubak Township of Woodbridge Present 
Alice Tempel Borough of South Plainfield Present 
Brian Racin Borough of South River Not present 
Bryan Bidlack Township of South Brunswick Not present 
Leigh Jones Township of East Brunswick Water and Sewage Not present 
Ron Yake 
Les Varga 

Township of Plainsboro Present 
Not present 

John Katerba 
Ryan Herkert 

Monroe Township Utility Dept. Present 
Present 

Dorian Kerber Borough of Milltown Present 
George Ververides 
Mirah Becker 
Laurie Sobel 
Nicholas Tufaro 
Alexander Zakrewsky 

Middlesex County Office of Planning Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
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I. Roll Call (continued) 
 
Sharon Martens 
Gary Rojek 

Middlesex Cty. Dept. of Public Health – 
Environmental Division 

Not present 
Not present 

Richard Wallner 
Edward Kuchie 

Middlesex County Office of Engineering Present 
Present 

Ken Klipstein 
Bob O’Neil 

NJ Water Supply Authority Not present 
Not present 

Richard Fitamant 
Kevin Aiello 

Middlesex County Utilities Authority Not present 
Not present 

Daria Ludas Borough of Jamesburg Present 
Doug Robertson 
Glenn Sandor 

Township of North Brunswick Not present 
Not present 

Allan Williams Highland Park Environmental Commission Present 
Rick Lear Middlesex County Parks and Recreation 

Department 
Not present 

Michele Bakacs Rutgers Cooperative Extension Present 
Sara Malone Rutgers Sustainable Raritan Initiative Present 
Denise Nickel Middlesex County Improvement Authority Not present 
Suzan Colon Old Bridge Twp. Environmental and Open Space 

Committee 
Not present 

Heather Fenyk 
Brian Kempf 

Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership Not present 
Not present 

Bill Schultz Raritan Riverkeeper Present 
Scott Tarnoski New Brunswick Water Not present 
Kimber Ray The Watershed Institute Present 
Donna Drewes Sustainable Jersey Present 

II. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting – November 14, 2016 
 

The minutes of the meeting of November 14, 2016 were distributed prior to today’s meeting. A 
motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the minutes as presented.  

  
III. Presentation by Ms. Donna Drewes, Co-Director of Sustainable Jersey – Presentation on 

Sustainable Jersey Programs Pertaining to Water Resources Management and Water 
Quality Protection in New Jersey 

 
Ms. Drewes made a presentation on Sustainable Jersey Program which included Water Resource 
Management and Water Quality Protection actions. A copy of her presentation is attached to the 
minutes of today’s meeting.   
 
Sustainable Jersey is a nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting schools and local 
governments pursue sustainability initiatives by providing a robust certification program 
supported by training, technical assistance and small grants. In 2016, 198 municipalities were 
certified – 153 towns at the bronze level and 45 towns at the silver level. Sustainable Jersey 
developed and continues to expand a menu of actions that are worth points toward certification.   
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III. Presentation by Ms. Donna Drewes, Co-Director of Sustainable Jersey – Presentation on 
Sustainable Jersey Programs Pertaining to Water Resources Management and Water 
Quality Protection in New Jersey (continued) 
 
Grant funding for sustainability initiatives is currently available. Eligible applicants must be a NJ 
municipality registered in the Sustainable Jersey program with an established green team.  
Applications are due by February 28, 2017. The online application can be found on the Grants 
and Resources page of www.sustainablejersey.com.   
 
Two years ago, Sustainable Jersey also instituted a Sustainable Jersey for Schools Program.  
Registered and certified schools gain priority access to grant programs and are eligible to apply 
for the Sustainable Jersey for Schools Small Grants program. By registering or gaining 
certification, schools will receive updates on special events and news about the latest resources to 
assist them on their journey to become a more sustainable school. Grant funding is available. 
Eligible applicants must be a NJ public school or school registered in the Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools program with an established green team. Applications are due by February 3, 2017. The 
online application can be found on the Grants and Resources page of 
www.sustainablejerseyschools.com. 
 
In reference to Stormwater Management and Water Quality, virtually all of the strategies that 
promote sustainability have more than one benefit – also referred to as co-benefits. Stormwater 
management when thoughtfully done contributes to community health and prosperity. Sustainable 
Jersey’s current suite of actions focus on rain gardens, green roofs, green building checklists and 
community education and outreach. They are planning to expand their focus to include 
Stormwater Management Ordinance, Green Infrastructure Planning and Design, Water Loss 
Audit, and Water and Sewer Infrastructure Assessment.  
 
Sustainable Jersey is working with Jersey Water Works Project through their best practices and 
infrastructure committees to come up with some new green infrastructure actions. The new 
planning actions include Impervious Cover Assessments, Green Infrastructure Action Plans, and 
Green Infrastructure Strategic Plans. Implementation actions will include implementation of 
green infrastructure demonstration projects, implementation of short-term green infrastructure 
projects and implementation of policy changes and long-term green infrastructure projects.  
 
Another new action that is coming into the program will be Water Loss Audits. Older water 
systems can lose 30 – 40 percent of the water that is withdrawn from rivers, lakes, reservoirs, and 
groundwater and treated by treatment plants before the water ever reaches a home, business or 
other customer. Water loss audits are a necessary first step. Benefits to communities include 
protect water supply, save money, reduce water main breaks and impacts on roads. American 
Water Works Association (AWWA) has free water audit software available to towns. Towns 
must provide evidence that their water supplier, in conjunction with the municipality as 
appropriate have conducted an annual “water loss audit’, submits the annual audit report to the 
municipal administrator and head of the Department of Public Works or the municipal utility 
authority, publicly release a summary of the audit results online, and no later than the second 
annual audit, obtains independent “Level 1” validation of the audit by a qualified third-party.  
              
Lastly, Ms. Drewes reminded everyone that Sustainable Jersey is available to support the 
municipalities. She encouraged the members to visit the Sustainable Jersey website, join the 
mailing list and attend regional hub meetings in their area. Towns interested in receiving Hub 
information should join the Hub’s Basecamp project by contacting Lauren Skowronski at 
skowronl@tcnj.edu.  

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/
http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/
mailto:skowronl@tcnj.edu
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IV. Middlesex County Wastewater Management Plan – Mirah Becker  
 
 Ms. Becker stated that staff has been working with NJDEP to finalize the Scope of Work. The 

County is waiting to receive the grant agreement which will have to be approved by the Board of 
Chosen Freeholders.   

 
 Ms. Becker distributed a flow chart which shows Middlesex County’s and NJDEP’s existing 

amendment/revision processes and the new processes for Middlesex County and NJDEP after 
adoption of the new rules. The handout will be attached to today’s minutes. Ms. Becker asked the 
members to review the flow chart and if the members had any questions or comments, they will 
be addressed at the next meeting.    

         
V. Manalapan Brook Watershed Protection and Restoration Plan (Freehold Soil Conservation 

District (FSCD)/Middlesex County) 
 

Mr. Hill reported that the project is continuing. Freehold Soil is still waiting to obtain funding 
from NJDEP.     
 

VI. Lawrence Brook Watershed Partnership (LBWP)         
 
No report.     

 
VII. Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership (LRWP) 
 

No report.  
 

VIII.   Sustainable Raritan River Initiative  
 
Ms. Malone stated that the Sustainable Raritan River Initiative is working with the NJDEP’s 
Division of Water Monitoring and Standards to engage Raritan stakeholders to participate in a 
prioritization process and strategy for restoration, protection and enhancement of waterbodies in 
the Raritan Water Region to inform the 2016 NJ Integrated Water Quality Report. Information 
from the Stakeholder Engagement Workshop held on November 9, 2016 was distributed to the 
members. The next stakeholder meeting has been scheduled for January 31, 2017 from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Visit http://raritan.rutgers.edu/raritan-integrated-report/ for more information.  
 
Also, work is being done on a new State of the Raritan Report. The last report was done in 2002 
by The NJ Water Supply Authority. The report will be a multi-phase assessment of key indicators 
of watershed health for the Raritan Basin. It is anticipated that the first volume will be released 
mid-January 2017 with a subsequent, expanded volume available by June 2017. The annual 
conference is being planned for Friday, June 9.    
                             

IX. NJ Water Supply Activities/Projects (NJWSA)    

• Raritan Basin Watershed Plan/Raritan Basin Watershed Alliance 
• D & R Canal Tributary (Franklin) Project 
• Cedar Grove Brook (Franklin) Project 
 
No report.   
 

 
 

http://raritan.rutgers.edu/raritan-integrated-report/
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X. Middlesex County Flood Control Commissions 
 

• South Central Middlesex County Flood Control Commission  
 

       No report.   
 

• Green Brook Flood Control Commission (Middlesex County) 
 

No report.   
 
XI. Correspondence    

 
There was no Correspondence presented at today’s meeting.    

 
XII. Old Business 
 
 There was no Old Business presented at today’s meeting.   

    
XIII. New Business 
 

• Rutgers Environmental Stewards Program 
 

 Ms. Bakacs distributed information on the Rutgers Environmental Stewards Program. The 
program includes 60 hours of training and a 60 hour internship. Classes meet at 42 Riva Ave. in 
South Brunswick on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. starting January 25, 2017 and run until June. Visit 
http://envirostewards.rutgers.edu for more information.  
 

XIV. Public Comment 
 

There was no Public Comment at today’s meeting.       
 

XV.  Next meeting, date, time and place 
 

The next WRA meeting will be held on Monday, March 13, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. at the Middlesex 
County Administration Building, Freeholder Meeting Room.               

 
XVI. Adjournment  
 
 A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adjourn the meeting at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
lak   
 
p/environment and parks/wra/minutes/2017/010917 

http://envirostewards.rutgers.edu/
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