
  

APPROVED 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
TRASPORTATION COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

 
 

MINUTES – April 26, 2016 

 

Attendance Officers 
Mr. Paul Larrousse, Chairman 
Mr. Tom Vigna, Vice Chairman 
 
Municipal Representatives 
Mr. Dennis McFadden, Carteret Borough  
Mr. Sanford Gardner, East Brunswick Township 
Mr. Gary Panichella, Highland Park Borough 
Mr. John Riggs, Monroe Township 
Ms. Leigh Anne Hindenlang, Perth Amboy City 
Mr. Guadalope Munoz, Perth Amboy City 
Mr. Tom Cornell, Woodbridge Township 
 
Others 
Ms. Jael Davis, 6th Congressional District 
Mr. Paul Onish, 14th Legislative District 
Mr. Daniel A. Lebar, Esq, 18th Legislative Districts 
Mr. Donald Newton, 19th Legislative District 
Mr. Mike and Anne Kruimer, East Coast Greenway Alliance 
Mr. Morteza Ansai, Keep Middlesex Moving 
Mr. John Ferguson, Middlesex County Office of Emergency Management 
Ms. Anne Strauss – Wieder, North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority 
Ms. Zenobia Fields, North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority  
Mr. Tom Clark, New Jersey Transit 
Ms. Leigh Ann Kimber, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 
Mr. Mike Beltranena, Suburban Transit/COACH USA 
 
Staff 
Mr. Anthony Gambilonghi, Supervisor, Transportation Division 
Mr. Bruce McCracken, Principal Planner, Transportation Division 
Mr. Stan Olszewski, Supervisor, Development Review 
 
 
Total in Attendance – 24 
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I. Call to Order 
• Statement on Open Public Meetings Act 
• Pledge Allegiance 

 
II. Minutes                                                                                                                                        

March 22, 2016 Minutes were distributed for approval at the next meeting.  
 
Motion to approve the February 23, 2016 Minutes was made and seconded. Mr. John Riggs 
Abstained. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

III. Welcome/ Chairman’s Remarks                                                                                         
Chairman Larrousse called the meeting to order in compliance with the Open Public Meetings 
Act.  Chairman welcomed all that were in attendance of the meeting and called for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Sign in Reminder                                                                                                                     
Chairman Larrousse reminded the public to sign the attendance sheet. 

Correspondence – Mr. Anthony Gambilonghi noted that Middlesex County will host NJTPA 
meetings in late May to discuss the Freight Rail Industrial Opportunity Corridors Program. The 
meetings will address potential development and redevelopment of industrial sites along 
designated rail corridors to promote economic development in the region.                                                                                                                                                  

Freeholder Comments – Absent.  

Introduction of TCC Members                                                                                                            
Mr. Paul Larrousse introduced himself as Chairman of the Transportation Coordinating 
Committee. Mr. Tom Vigna introduced himself as Vice Chairman. All persons and members in 
attendance of the meeting introduced themselves and what organization(s) they represented. 
 

IV. Special Item: Freight Planning Initiatives – Updates on two Initiatives Underway                                          
Presented by: Anne Strauss – Wieder, Director of Freight Planning, NJTPA                                           

Ms. Strauss – Wieder discussed the role of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO). A 
PowerPoint presentation was shown that addressed two initiatives: the Freight Rail Industrial 
Opportunity Program (FRIO) and Inventory and Assessment of Waterborne Transportation 
Resources. Ms. Strauss – Wieder announced that Middlesex County is the first sub region to 
participate in the two programs.  

Freight Movement on the Atlantic Coast has the largest port in the world. Middlesex County, in 
particular, has the most density-populated; most active consumers in the region, therefore access 
to industrial properties are vital to product movement. 

Ms. Strauss – Wieder emphasized that Middlesex County has many industrial properties. 
Interchange 8a for example has over 70 million square feet of industrial space. New Jersey is one  
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of five states in the U.S.A. that has air cargo and distribution access locations. The roadway 
network is adequate enough to utilize these areas. 

Ms. Strauss – Wieder stated it is important to repurpose the existing infrastructure to meet the 
needs of the 21st century. The plan provides for opportunity to focus on state-wide transit and 
freight planning in New Jersey. She discussed the national freight standards, which is designed to 
meet federal requirements for state rail plans stipulated by the Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act of 2008.  Infrastructure must be able to accommodate modernized rail 
configurations for industrial sites to have a competitive advantage.  Regulations provide a 
framework for future rail improvements in the state. Major industrial properties in the region do 
not have national standard rail access. Nearly all of the counties in the NJTPA region have 
restricted freight rail line access.  

Ms. Strauss – Wieder summarized freight movement along the coast lines and waterways for 
freight and passengers. The objective for inventory and assessment of waterborne transportation 
resources is to: 

⋅ Provide current information to public agencies and private partners to support expanded 
use of the region’s waterfront;  

⋅ Develop information that could accommodate expanded or new waterborne 
transportation services for freight or passengers; and 

⋅ Locate opportunity sites for further investigation. 
 

Middlesex County is based along navigable waterfronts. Ms. Strauss – Wieder explained that the 
first step in FRIO is identification. The first order of business is to assemble and integrate key 
datasets. An industrial database is being developed to utilize GIS layers to classify properties by 
criteria selection. Locating specific restricted areas and opportunities are underway; multiple 
meetings with municipalities and other counties to address actual industrial location and 
restrictions has also begun. Interview questionnaires are being used as another assessment tool to 
identify ferry service opportunities and short/long term freight expansion plans. 

The Technical Advisory Committee recently met to initiate and obtain extensive stakeholder 
input. A consultant firm will analyze industrial data and attributes to see what sites should be 
further examined for possible utilization and operations at key waterfront areas. Ms. Strauss – 
Wieder noted that one of the goals for outreach is to collect first-round site information on parcels 
and public and private interest in waterborne transportation from regional economic development 
planners and officials.  

Ms. Strauss – Wieder explained the development of an enhanced dataset to identify key attributes 
of potential freight and passenger service sites. Information on leading site opportunities to 
support education and promotion will be utilized. Additional site evaluations are essential. 
Forecast of freight or passenger demands could be applied at potential sites. Attributes and 
development requirements are necessary to capture and retain the forecast demand.  

Ms. Strauss – Wieder summarized the project tasks timeline and noted that completion and close 
out is scheduled for year 2017.  

At the conclusion of the presentation, Ms. Strauss – Wieder responded to questions. 
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Mr. Gardner, East Brunswick Twp., asked how additional traffic would be controlled along 
Cranbury Road, East Brunswick Township.  Ms. Strauss – Wieder stated that NJTPA is working 
closely with NJ Department of Transportation on the freight master plan to examine items such as 
road connectors and other tools on the transportation network to alleviate and allow for traffic 
flow improvement.  

In addition, Mr. Gardner inquired on possible consideration for additional rail service to the 
newer warehouses to alleviate trucks on the road. Ms. Strauss – Wieder stated there is limited 
access at Turnpike exit 8a, but possibly in the future, there may be opportunity for such 
development. 

Mr. Onish, 14th Legislative District, briefed the committee on Senator Linda Greenstein’s efforts 
to develop a separate ramp to allow truck access from/onto CR535/32. 
 

The committee was invited to visit www.njtpa.org for reports and additional information on the 
project.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Staff Reports 

A. New Jersey Department of Transportation – Uzoma Anuke 
Absent.  
 

B. New Jersey Transit –Thomas Clark                                                                                                      
Mr. Clark announced that negotiations were successful and New Jersey Transit did not strike in 
March/April.  Mr. Dennis J. Martin is the Interim Executive Director for NJT until a new 
Executive Director is hired. 
 
Work continues on the new County Yard Storage and Maintenance Facility between New 
Brunswick and North Brunswick. 
 

C. North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) – Zenobia Fields on behalf of 
Keith Hamas. Ms. Fields announced that on Tuesday, May 24, 2016 from 8:30am to 1:00pm at 
the New Jersey Institute of Technology in Newark, located at the Campus Center Ballroom. 
NJTPA will conduct a Transit Supportive Development Forum to discuss Transit-Oriented 
Development and integrating transit investment with local land use. 
 

D. New Jersey Turnpike Authority – Kevin Dunn 
Absent. 
 

E. Rutgers – The State University – Jennifer Stuart, Leigh Ann Kimber 
Ms. Kimber reported that on May 18th, Rutgers University Commencement at High Point 
Stadium will bring slow traffic and delays are expected.  
 

http://www.njtpa.org/
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The Transportation Master Plan continues to be ongoing. Meetings are scheduled with 
Stakeholders and Public Officials. University community outreach and public forums have also 
taken place. 
 

F. KMM – Keep Middlesex Moving –William Neary, Morteza Ansari  
No report. 

G. Middlesex County Area Transit Services – Laila Caune, Phil Sherdan 
Absent. 
 
 

H. Middlesex County Engineering Office  – Richard Wallner  
Absent. 
 

I. Middlesex County Improvement Authority – Denise Nickel 
Absent. 

 
J. East Coast Greenway Alliance (ECGA) – Mike and Ann Kruimer 

Mr. Kruimer announced upcoming bicycle events and other riding events. 
 

K. Middlesex County Office of Emergency Management – John Ferguson 
Mr. Ferguson reiterated that May 18th is Rutgers University Commencement. Plan to schedule 
alternate routes. The Greek Festival will also happen on 5/18th, located on River Road.               
 
Mr. Ferguson reported that his office received the Declaration for snow removal. Municipalities 
have been instructed to submit paperwork for possible reimbursement upward to 70%.  

L. Academy Bus Co – Chuck Kassinger 
Absent. 
 

M. Suburban Transit / Coach USA – Michael Beltranena 
No report. 
 

N. Business Development and Education – Kathaleen Shaw, Carla Cefalo 
Absent. 
 

O. CR 529 Corridor Study Update –Tony Gambilonghi 
Mr. Gambilonghi informed the committee that the CR529 Study Report recommendations are 
being finalized.  

P. Transportation News Update – Bruce McCracken 
Mr. McCracken highlighted news articles that were distributed in the meeting packet for 
information. 
 

Q. Staff Activities – George Ververides – Absent. 
 
 

V. TCC Member Comments – None. 
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Public Comments – None 
 

VI. Adjournment – Motion to adjourn the meeting was moved and seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Danielle A. Britton, Secretary 
Middlesex County Transportation Coordinating Committee  

  


