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PART 2 - TRANSIT ENHANCEMENT, PART & RIDE 
AND COMMUNITY SHUTTLE SERVICE 

I. PURPOSE AND NEED 

The purpose of Part 2 of this study is to explore ways to alleviate congestion along the 
heavily traveled Route 18 corridor from Old Bridge Township to the City of New 
Brunswick in Middlesex County by attracting and supporting additional public transit 
trips to commercial and employment centers in New Brunswick. 

The study examines the feasibility ofa new park and ride facility in Old Bridge, and 
explores the feasibility of launching a new commuter shuttle service, or expanding 
existing public transit, Ii·om a park and ride lot to New Brunswick as means to help 
alleviate peak traffic congestion along the Route 18 corridor and in the City. This service 
could also be expanded to include transit or shuttle service beyond New Brunswick to 
employment centers in Edison and Piscataway. A possible park and ride facility in the 
vicinity of Route 18 and Route 9 could serve as a launching point for a peak period 
commuter shuttle service to New Brunswick. 

Figure 50, page 21A, shows the transit region, which includes New Brunswick, Edison 
and Piscataway, and the Routes 18 and 9 corridors in East Brunswick, Old Bridge and the 
northwestem portion of Monmouth County. 

II. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Description of the Study Area 

The immediate study area includes the Route 18 corridor from the Routes 9 and 18 
interchange in Old Bridge to the City of New Brunswick. The corridor is part of the 
target area ridership shed for the proposed park and ride and bus or shuttle service. This 
area is shown on Figure 51, page 21B. The ridership shed includes Old Bridge and East 
Brunswick Townships in Middlesex County; Marlboro, Manalapan and Freehold 
Townships, and the Boroughs of Freehold and Englishtown in neighboring Monmouth 
County. These communities have relatively easy access to Route 18 and would benefit 
from a regional park and ride facility in the Routes 9 and 18 vicinity with shuttle service 
to New Brunswick. The Borough of Englishtown is included because of its proximity to 
Manalapan and Old Bridge Townships. 

The Monmouth County municipalities are included in the ridership shed based on the 
demographic analysis on pages 22 and 23 ofthis study. Also, a previous report entitled, 
Filial Report SOl/them /-287 Comml/ter BI/s Stl/dy Prepared for MOllmol/th COl/lily 
PIUllllillg Board in April, 1994 used Census and survey data to determine that "there is a 
significant travel market comprised of Monmouth County residents and Middlesex 
County employment opportunities. When the focus is narrowed to US Route 9 and 1-287, 
the potential market is substantially less." If there are a significant number of Monmouth 

21 



.',,' . 
. :J;;:;;-{~-;~~·~k:;;~~~;:;:-,:: 

Source: Middlesex County Street- & Road Map 

21 A 



Figure 51 

TARGET AREA FOR RIDERSHIP SHED 
OLD BRIDGE PARK & RIDE 

AND SHUTTLE SERVICE TO NEW BRUNSWICK 

'/ 
::u 
0 

'. s / '/ ... / 

'" 

Freehokl 

\ 
• Potentia l Park & Ride Location 

Pf(~edby: 
Middrtstll CQUnty IRpmmnt of PI,nning 

0 0.5 1 2 Miles 
I ! " I I " I 

21-B 



County residents who work in the greater New Bnlllswick area, it can be assumed that 
many drive to work on Route 18. The number of workers and trips could grow, in view of 
the increase in non-residential development activity, especially in New Brunswick. 

Strategic Planning Areas and Transportation Study Areas 

As noted in Part I, Middlesex County Strategic PlalUling Areas are locations surrounding 
existing transportation facilities where growth is most likely to be concentrated. These 
are shown on Figure 9, page 7-A in Part I of this study. The target area for the proposed 
Old Bridge park and ride and shuttle service ridership shed is within the Strategic 
PlalUling Area designated as "Route 18 Corridor." 

The five Middlesex County Transpol1ation Study Areas arising from the Strategic 
Planning Areas are shown on Figure 10, page 8-A in Part I. Most of the Middlesex 
County portion of the ridership shed is situated in the Central Study Area, which includes 
Old Bridge, East Brunswick, South River, Sayreville, South Amboy and Spotswood. The 
ridership shed also includes the portion of the County Seat Study Area that includes the 
City of New Brunswick. 

Demographic Analysis of the Ridership Shed 

General Characteristics 

The total population of the six municipalities that constitute the target area, or ridership 
shed, increased by 7.4 percent, from 174,554 in 2000 to 188,450, according to the U.S. 
Census. Old Bridge Township, at 64,854, had the highest population. Marlboro was 
second, with 39,665, followed by Manalapan, Freehold Township, Freehold and 
Englishtown Boroughs. Median income in the target area was $72,167, according to the 
2000 Census. Marlboro Township, at $101,322, had the highest median income, followed 
by Manalapan, Freehold Township, Old Bridge, Freehold and Englishtown Boroughs . 

. Median household income in Monmouth County as a whole increased by 14 percent, 
from $64,271 in 2000 to $74,798 in 2005. Median household income in Middlesex 
County increased by 10 percent, Ii-om $61,446 in 2000 to $68,080 in 2005. 

Tabulated data on population and income are in Appendix 8. 

Labor FOI'ce 

There were 131,733 persons 16 and over in the target area in 2000, according to the U.S. 
Census. Of that number, 88,139 were in the civilian labor force; 64.3 percent were 
employed and 2.8 percent were unemployed. A total of80.8 percent were private sector 
employees, and 13.6 percent worked in the public sector, while 5.2 percent were self 
employed. Old Bridge Township, at 31,616, had the greatest number ofworkers, 
followed by Marlboro, Manalapan, Freehold Township, Freehold and Englishtown 
Boroughs. The greatest number of workers, 33.5 percent, had management and 
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professional jobs; 32 percent held sales or office positions; 13.3 percent were service 
workers; 10.8 percent held construction and maintenance jobs, and 10.4 percent were 
production and transpOltation workers. 

2005 Census data estimates for Monmouth County as a whole show 324,793 persons age 
16 and over, with 324,793 in the civilian labor force; 95 percent employed and 5.4 
percent unemployed. 2005 estimates for Middlesex County as a whole show 601,112 
persons age 16 and over, with 400,406 in the civilian labor force; 95 percent employed 
and 5.4 percent unemployed. 

New Jersey Department of Labor estimates for Monmouth County as a whole show a 
total of334,100 workers as of December, 2006, and an annual average of334,400. The 
Department report on employment and wages covered by unemployment insurance 
(covered employment) show a total of338,384 private sector jobs in Middlesex County. 

Tabulated data on the labor force and employment status are in Appendix 9. 

Journey to Work 

County to County commuting patterns, shown on Figures 52 and 53, pages -23A and 
23B, and Table 3, page 23C, show that 30,146 Monmouth County workers commuted to 
jobs in Middlesex County in 2000, a increase of 18.29 percent since 1990, according to 
the U.S. Census. 

Chart I, page 23D, shows that most workers in the target area, 77 percent, drove alone to 
work, while 13 percent used public transit and 10 percent carpooled, according to 2000 
U.S. Census data. The numbers are even greater for Old Bridge. Chart 2, page 23E, 
shows that 22, 106, or 87 percent drove alone, while 3,367 used public transit and 2,781 
carpooled. Commuting patterns were similar for each municipality in the target area. 
Charts 3, 4 and 5, pages 23F to 23H, show the number ofworkers in each municipality 
who drove to work, used public transit and carpooled. 

2005 Census estimates for Monmouth County as a whole show that 75.4 percent of 
workers age 16 and over drove alone to work, while 8.3 percent used public transit and 
9.1 percent carpooled. 2005 estimates for Middlesex County as a whole show that 73 .8 
percent of workers age 16 and over drove alone to work, while 9.3 percent used public 
transit and 10.1 percent carpooled. 

Mean travel time to work for the entire target area in 2000 was 39 minutes. Chart 6, page 
231, shows mean travel time for each of the municipalities in the target area. Workers in 
Marlboro spent the most time traveling to work, 47.8 minutes, followed by Manalapan, 
Old Bridge, Freehold Township, Freehold and Englishtown Boroughs. Mean travel time 
to work for Monmouth County as a whole in 2005 was 32.9 minutes, according to U.S. 
Census estimates. Mean travel time to work in Middlesex County in 2005 was 31 .1 
percent. 
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Chart 1- Route 18 Ridership Shed 
Journey to Work - 2000 
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Chart 2 - Old Bridge Township 
Journey to Work - 2000 
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Chart 3 - Route 18 Ridership Shed Persons Who Drove 
to Work Alone - 2000 
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Chart 4 - Route 18 Ridership Shed Persons Who 
Carpooled to Work - 2000 
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Chart 5 - Route 18 Ridership Shed Persons Who Took 
Public Transit to Work - 2000 
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Chart 6 - Route 18 Ridership Shed Mean Travel Time to Work in 
Minutes - 2000 

35.1 

28.3 

39.4 

Prepared by Middlesex County Department of Planning 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census 

40.4 

43.8 

47.8 

(23-1) 

o Old Bridge Township 

El Marlboro Township 

o Manalapan Township 

o Freehold Township 

II Freehold Borough 

o Englishtown Borough 



Tabulated journey to work data are in Appendix 10. 

Other Project and Planning Studies 

The following are planning studies, current and proposed projects that have a direct or 
indirect impact on this study: 

NJDOT Route 18IMiddiesex County Routes 516 and 527 Intercllange project 
(DBNUM 9394), which proposes improvements to the geometry of the interchange to 
improve safety and operations, including relocation of bus stops and pedestrianlbicycle 
facilities. Recommendations for pedestrian and transit improvements for this project are 
found on pages 14 and 15 in Part I of this study. 

NJDOT ROllte 9 Blls Silouider Lanes and Pedestrian Improvements Old Bridge 
Township, Middlesex COllnty. NJDOT has improved the existing shoulders on Route 9 
from Spring Valley Road to Cindy Street and from Fairway Lane to Perrine Road to 
support buses during peak period operation. Pedestrian safety improvements included 
upgraded traffic signals, pedestrian refuge areas at seven intersections, fencing in the 
median, and sidewalks along Route 9 in the project area. 

NJDOT Route 18, section 2F, 7E, llH, Route 1 to tile Nortlleast Corridor Amtrak Line 
nortll of Route 27, Mileposts 40.60 - 42.52 (DBNUM 108), which proposes 
improvements to relieve congestion and improve safety and the flow of traffic, primarily 
in the City of New Brunswick. The project proposes bicycle and pedestrian facilities, 
including two pedestrian overpasses. 

NJTPAlNJDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Modeling Tool Analysis of County Road 
Links. This GIS modeling tool allows staff to analyze the Middlesex County road system 
to determine suitability for bicycling and walking in order to develop projects that will 
effectively improve non-motorized travel conditions. A portion ofRyders Lane 
(Middlesex County Route 617) from George Street in New Brunswick to Tices Lane in 
East Brunswick is one of the roadway segments that will be analyzed. Improving Ryders 
Lane would provide safer bicycle access to New Brunswick from points south of the 
Route I corridor and would make this major Middlesex County road, which parallels the 
Route 18 corridor, more bicycle friendly. 

Tile New Brunswick Bikeway Stlldy Scope of Work Level of Action Assessment. 
This is the second phase of the New Brunswick Bikeway project, the purpose of which is 
to design safe and secure bicycle routes that connect the New Brunswick Rutgers 
University campuses; improve access to transportation, employment, commercial, 
residential and cultural facilities in downtown New Brunswick, and provide network 
continuity to other existing and proposed bikeways within the study area. This bikeway 
would link with bicycle and pedestrian facilities to be constructed as part of the NJDOT 
Route 18, section 2F, ?E, and 11H project in New Brunswick and with proposed 
bikeways in the vicinity of Route 18. 
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The Raritall River Multipurpose Trail (the "Trellch',. This trail runs along the Raritan 
River from the Albany Street/Route 27 Bridge in New Brunswick to the Route 18 
crossing south of the Landing Lane Bridge. It was built in the 1970s as part of the limited 
access Route 18 highway and is cunently in a state of disrepair. NJDOT proposes to 
upgrade all, or pOltions of this facility. It will interconnect with the New Brunswick 
Bikeway, the Rutgers University Bikeway system and, ultimately, with existing and 
proposed bicycle facilities in the vicinity of Route 18. 

The proposed Goldell Triallgle Redevelopmellt Project, a proposed Transit Village on 
Route 18 and the Old Bridge Tumpike (County Route 527) in East Brunswick Township. 
This project will include a bus transportation park and ride facility, residential and 
commercial uses. 

The Greater New Brullswick Area Corridor Study, which examines the purpose and 
need, alignment options and ridership forecasts for a proposed fixed guideway transit 
system to serve the Greater New Brunswick area. This is projected to be a bus rapid 
transit system (BRT) that operates on a fixed route, primarily on an exclusive right of 
way, serving a limited number of stops. The proposed 10 mile BRT corridor would run 
parallel to the Route 18 extension in Piscataway, continue through downtown New 
Brunswick, and end in East Brunswick. 

The MOlllllolllh-Oceall-Middlese.x (MOM) Rail Project. NJTRANSIT proposes to 
extend commuter rail service from Lakewood in Ocean County via one of three 
altemative alignments: Red Bank in Monmouth County to Lakehurst in Ocean County, 
and Matawan in Monmouth County to Lakehurst. Both alignments would connect with 
the North Jersey Coast Line in Red Bank and/or Matawan. The Matawan and Aberdeen 
train stations are in close proximity to Old Bridge Township. The third altemative would 
restore diesel commuter rail service in South Brunswick, Middlesex County on the 
Northeast Conidor to Lakewood and Lakehurst in Ocean County. Middlesex County 
does not support this alignment. NJTRANSIT has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement and a Travel Demand Forecasting study on the three alignments. 

The Raritall River Strategy Plall. The Middlesex County Improvement Authority 
completed a study that explores the potential of the Raritan River as a major 
transportation, recreational and economic asset. The study proposes feny and water taxi 
service and facilities for recreational boaters, including a marina and floating dock. The 
feasibility of water taxi service from Old Bridge to New Brunswick via the South River 
and the Raritan River should also be explored. 

The Old Bridge Crossroads Redevelopmellt Plall 

Old Bridge Township has designated the former Olympia & York property between 
Route 18 southbound, Route 9, Texas, East Greystone and Marlboro Roads as a 
redevelopment area, according to the Old Bridge Crossroads Redevelopmellf Plall, 
prepared by School DePalma, Inc. and dated May 27, 2004. Much of the area is covered 
by wetlands. The Plall proposes mixed residential and commercial development on 
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upland portions of the property, including hotel, convention and office uses along Route 
18. 

The Plan will have a significant impact on the Middlesex County Route 18 Corridor 
Pedestrian Safety, Transit Enllancement Park & Rifle and Community SIIuttle Service 
study. The site includes the Legends Golffacility on southbound Route 18 opposite 
Spring Valley Road. This is the first at grade intersection north of Route 9, where Route 
18 changes from a limited access freeway to a land service highway. 

The Plan proposes roadway and infrastructure improvements, including: 

o Widening Texas Road from Marlboro Road to Route 9, according to Middlesex 
County Master Plan requirements; 

o Signalized intersection improvements at Texas Road and Marlboro Road; 
o Relocation and reconstruction of East Greystone Road; 
o Widening of Marlboro Road from Texas Road to Route 18; 
o Improvement of the signalized intersection of Route 18 at Marlboro Road, or 

installation of a new signalized intersection at Route 18 and Spring Valley Road, 
at the entrance to the Legends Golf facility. 

Improvements to enhance pedestrian safety at this intersection should be required when 
this portion of the redevelopment site is developed. 

The market for express bus or shuttle service to New Brunswick from a park and ride 
facility in the vicinity of the Routes 9/18 and Texas Road interchange would be enhanced 
by new residential housing on the Crossroads redevelopment site. 

Appendix 11 is a copy of the Old Bridge Crossroads Redevelopmellt Plall. 

Existing Bus Transit Service 

Fixed Route Bus Service 

Old Bridge Township is served by fixed route bus transit service operated by 
NJTRANSIT and Academy Bus Company, and demand responsive bus shuttle service 
operated by the Middlesex County Department of Transportation, Old Bridge Township 
and the Old Bridge Office on Aging. 

NJTRANSIT provides commuter bus service from park and ride facilities in Old Bridge 
to Jersey City, Hoboken, Weehawken, Wall Street, and the Port Authority Bus Terminal 
in N ew York City, including the following routes: 

o The 138 Route runs from Spotswood to Monroe to Route 9 in Old Bridge via 
Texas Road to Ferry Road and on to Route 18 East Brunswick and New York 
City via the New Jersey Turnpike. 
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o The 68 Route originates at Bushnell Road in the Browntown section of Old 
Bridge, with stops at County Route 516 and Gaub Road, on to Route 18 East 
Brunswick and Jersey City-Weehawken via the New Jersey Tumpike. 

o The 139 Route runs weekdays Ii'om Monmouth County to Englishtown, then, via 
Old Bridge Englishtown Road (Middlesex County Route 527), to Route 9 and to 
the Port Authority Bus Terminal in New York City. The route crosses Route 18 at 
the 516/527 Interchange, which is scheduled for reconstruction. 

o The 134 Route runs from Bushnell Road in the Browntown section of Old Bridge, 
with stops at County Route 516 and Gaub Road, on to Route 18 East Brunswick 
and on to Wall Street in New York City via the New Jersey Turnpike. 

Several NJTRANSIT commuter routes to New York, Jersey City, Newark, Weehawken 
that originate in Monmouth and Ocean Counties and serve Old Bridge include the 
NJTRANSIT 64, 67, 133 and 135 lines. Academy Bus commuter routes originating in the 
adjacent counties include the A 7 and A8. 

NJTRANSIT provides local bus service to East Brunswick and New Brunswick on the 
818 line, which originates in the Old Bridge Civic Center on Old Bridge Matawan Road 
(County Route 516) and goes to Route 9 at Fairway Lane, Ticetown Road/Tlu-ockmorton 
Lane, through Southwood Drive and on to Route 18. The 818 bus starts at approximately 
6:30 a.m. from the Civic Center and arrives in New Brunswick at approximately 
7:37 a.m. Figure 54, page 27A, shows the NJ TRANSIT 818 route. 

The bus runs every hour on the half hour until 9:30 p.m. Midday trips alternate with the 
Fairway Lane Route 9 service, adding the Rotary Senior Citizen Complex four times, 
twice in the morning and twice in the afternoon. Service to Southwood Drive toward 
New Brunswick runs II times daily with four return trips via Southwood Drive in the 
afternoon. Southwood service picks up at the Route 18 bus shelter going toward New 
Brunswick, as well as flag stops on the residential streets. Monthly pass holders may ride 
one zone free on New York bound buses and transfer to the 818 along Route 18 at Mid 
State MalllTices Lane, where the zone changes. 

NJTRANSIT also operates the local 817 bus route along Route 35 between Perth Amboy 
in Middlesex County and Middletown Township in Monmouth County. This route serves 
the Laurence Harbor section of Old Bridge Township. 

The local and commuter bus routes are shown on Figure 55, page 27B. 

Shuttle Service 

The Middlesex County Department of Transportation operates a fixed route community 
shuttle bus service in Old Bridge. The shuttle runs between residential neighborhoods and 
the Route 9 Bus service in the County Route 516 and Throckmorton Lane area. The 
service, which began in 2003, runs in peak hours through Gaub Road, Cindy Street, 
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Throckmorton Lane to the Ticetown Road.lRoute 9 bus stop. The shuttle is funded by 
NJTRANSIT. The community shuttle is designated as OB I on Figure 55. 

The Middlesex County Department of Transportation (MCAT) operates fixed route 
shuttle bus service between Old Bridge, South River, and the Brunswick Square Mall in 
East Brunswick. There are seven midday runs. This shuttle route is designated as M3 on 
Figure 55. 

Old Bridge Office on Aging operates fixed route shuttle bus service to senior citizens. 
The and the disabled to various destinations for medical, nutritional, recreation, shopping, 
and social purposes. The service is available weekdays from 8 a.m to 3.p.m. One day 
notice is required for all trips. 

III. ANALYSIS OF PARK & RIDE FACILITIES 

A key aspect in determining the feasibility of express bus or commuter shuttle service 
from Old Bridge to downtown New Brunswick is location. Ideally, a park and ride lot 
should be on a major roadway convenient to residential areas and bus routes, in thus case 
as close as possible to the Routes 9 and 18 Interchange to accommodate commuters fi'om 
Old Bridge and adjacent Monmouth County municipalities. The facility should be easily 
accessible from the major roadway and large enough to accommodate the number of 
vehicles generated by shuttle bus commuters. The facility should be designed to 
maximize lot circulation and pedestrian safety. It should be well lighted, safe, secure and 
attractive, with amenities such as shelter from inclement weather. The park and ride lot 
should have adequate bicycle accommodations. 

Existing Old Bridge Township Pal'k & Ride Lots 

Nearly all existing park and ride lots in Old Bridge are located on Route 9 and used by 
commuters to jobs in Jersey City, Hoboken, Weehawken, Wall Street, and the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal in New York City. Staff reviewed the location of these existing 
facilities and determined that seven are nearest to Route 18. Staff then evaluated each of 
the following lots to determine feasibility for use as a park and ride facility for commuter 
shuttle service from Old Bridge to New Brunswick: 

A&P Park & Ride Lot at Route 9 and Ferry Road 

This privately owned lot, shown on Figure 56, page 28A, is leased to the Old Bridge 
Township Parking Authority and used by workers commuting to Jersey City, Hoboken 
and New York City. Only Old Bridge residents are allowed permits. The 40 spaces used 
by commuters are situated along the perimeter of the lot, as shown on Figures 57 through 
59, pages 28B through 28D.The remaining spaces are used by retail customers. The 
commuter parking area is usually full by 6 a.m. Expansion of this facility for use by 
proposed New Brunswick shuttle service is not feasible. 
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Figure 57 

A&P Shopping Center, Route 9 Southbound, South of 
Ferry Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 58 

\ 

Perimeter Parking, A&P Shopping Center, Route 9 
Southbound, South of Ferry Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 59 

! (res i 
",,,&,11 

Perimeter Parking, A&P Shopping Center, Route 9 
Southbound, South of Ferry Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Municipal Park & Ride Lot at Inverness Drive and Route 9 

Old Bridge Township owns and maintains this 252 space facility, shown on Figure 60, 
page 29A. The lot is used by commuters to New York City, Jersey City and Hoboken. 
Permits are required. Staff observed significant overflow parking during a moming site 
visit. All spaces were occupied and vehicles were haphazardly parked outside the 
designated parking area. Figure 61, page 29B, shows the parking lot. Figure 62, 
page 29C, shows the bus shelter on northbound Route 9. Expansion of this facility for use 
by proposed New Brunswick shuttle service is not feasible 

Park & Ride Lot at Route 9 and Throckmorton Lanerricetown Road 

This privately owned lot, shown on Figure 63, page 29D, is not an official park and ride 
facility. Figure 64, page 29E, indicates that parking is restricted to customers only; 
however, the lot is used by New York City bound commuters, who park on the perimeter 
and walk to the bus stop on the northbound Route 9 service road, shown on Figure 65, 
page 29F. Staff observed many unused parking spaces at 11 a.m. Use of this facility for 
the proposed New Brunswick shuttle service is probably not feasible; however, 
negotiating with the property owner for the unused spaces should not be ruled out. 

Park & Ride Lot at Route 9 and Jake Brown Road 

Old Bridge Township leases this 150 space unpaved parking facility, shown on Figures 
66 and 67, pages 290 and 29H. The lot is used by workers commuting to Jersey City, 
Hoboken and New York City. Parking is restricted to permit holders; however, staff 
observed significant overflow parking, shown on Figure 68, page 291. The parking was so 
haphazard staff had difficulty driving through the parking aisles. Expansion of this 
facility for use by proposed New Brunswick shuttle service does not appear feasible; 
however, there is a commercial plant nursery on the adjacent property. The Township 
could consider leasing a portion of that propelty in order to expand the parking lot to 
provide spaces for New Brunswick bound shuttle commuters. 

Park & Ride at Blockbuster Shopping Mall 

Old Bridge Township leases 40 spaces in the Blockbuster strip mall on Route 9 South, 
shown on Figure 69, page 29J. The lot is used by persons commuting to midtown New 
York, downtown Jersey City, Newark, Hoboken, and Newark Liberty AirpOlt . There are 
24 parking spaces in the rear, shown on Figures 70 through 72, pages 29K through 29M. 
The remaining spaces are in front of the mall. There is no vacant land adjacent to the site, 
which is surrounded by commercial uses. Expansion of this facility for use by proposed 
New Brunswick shuttle service is not feasible. 

Park & Ride at Madison Variety Store 

Old Bridge Township leases 37 spaces in the Madison Variety Store parking lot on 
southbound Route 9, shown on Figure 72, page 29N. The lot is used by Wall Street 
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Figure 61 

Commuter Parking Lot at Inverness Drive, Northbound Route 9 
Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 62 

Bus Shelter, Commuter Parking lot at Inverness Drive, Northbound 
Route 9 Old Bridge Township. 
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Figure 63 
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Figure 65 

Southbound Route 9 Service Road (Ramp) at Throckmorton Road 
Transfer Point for NJ Transit #818 Local Bus. 
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Figure 67 

Park & Ride 
Jake Brown Road & US Rte. 9 
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Figure 68 
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Commuter Parking, Northbound Route 9 at 
Jake Brown Road, Next to Cheesequake Farms 
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Figure 69 
BlockBusters et.al. 

Old Bridge Township ( Browntown) 
Total: Park & Ride Parking Spaces 24 (Leased) 
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Figure 70 
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Blockbuster Shopping Center, Commuter Parking in Rear, Route 9 
Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 71 

Blockbuster Shopping Center, Commuter Parking in Rear, Route 9 
Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 74 
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Sign for Commuter Parking Behind Madison Variety, Route 9 
Southbound Old Bridge Township, 
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bound commuters. Most of the leased parking is in the rear of the property. Figures 74 
and 75, pages 290 and 29P, show signs for commuter parking, which is restricted to Old 
Bridge residents. Staff noted during a field visit that only 12 of the 37 leased spaces were 
used. Expansion of this facility is not feasible because the lot is surrounded by other 
commercial uses. Also, the lot is not large enough to accommodate parking for potential 
New Brunswick shuttle commuters. 

Park & Ride at the Knights of Columbus 

Old Bridge Township leases 30 spaces in the Knights of Columbus parking lot off Route 
9 southbound, shown on Figure 76, page 30A. This unpaved lot is used by Old Bridge 
residents commuting to New York, Jersey City and Hoboken. Figure 77, page 30B, 
shows the Route 9 service road behind the facility. The parking spaces are located in the 
rear of the building, shown on Figure 78, page 30C. This is a small lot with no adjacent 
vacant land. Expansion of this facility for use by proposed New Brunswick shuttle 
service is not feasible. 

Park & Ride at the Regal Cinema 

This facility, shown on Figure 79, page 30D, is situated on Route 9 northbound in 
Marlboro Township, Monmouth County and used by Marlboro residents commuting to 
New York. Most of the commuter parking spaces are in the rear of the facility, shown on 
Figure 80, page 30E. Staff noted during a field visit that at least 75 of these spaces were 
not used, as shown on Figures 81 and 82, pages 30F and 30G. There are some spaces in 
front of the property. Figure 83, page 30H, is a sign directing commuters to additional 
spaces in the rear. Figure 84, page 301, shows the bus stop on Route 9 north for the New 
York bound commuters. This parking facility should be considered for the proposed New 
Brunswick shuttle service. Although the site is outside of Middlesex County, it is ideally 
located for the proposed shuttle, which would accommodate target area commuters from 
Old Bridge and adjacent Monmouth County municipalities who work in New Brunswick. 

Old Bridge Township Board of Education Bus Parking Lot 

This facility is situated off Route 9 north, opposite the Jake Brown Commuter Parking 
Lot, as shown on Figure 85, page 30J. It is accessible via a driveway from the Route 9 
ramp. The lot is currently used for school bus parking. This is a large lot with ample 
space to accommodate additional parking, as shown on Figures 86 through 89, pages 30K 
through 30N. A portion of this lot could be used as a park and ride facility for the New 
Brunswick shuttle service. 

The Shoppes at Old Bridge 

This newly constructed 12 acre shopping center is located on northbound Route 9 and 
Texas Road, near the border with Marlboro Township in Monmouth County, as shown on 
Figure 90, page 30-0. The site, with access points on Route 9 and on Texas Road, has 
approximately 577 parking spaces, also shown on Figure 90. Figures 91 through 94, 
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Figure 76 
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Figure 78 

Commuter Parking Behind Knights of Columbus, 
Southbound Route 9 
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Figure 79 
Regal Theater Park & Ride 
u.s. Route 9 and Texas Road 
Old Brid~e / Marlboro N.J. 
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Figure 80 

Regal Cinema Commuter Parking Rear Lot, Route 9 
Northbound and Texas Road, Marlboro Township, 
Monmouth County 
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Figure 81 
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Regal Cinema Commuter Parking Rear Lot, Route 9 
Northbound and Texas Road, Marlboro Township, 
Monmouth County 
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Figure 82 

Regal Cinema Commuter Parking Rear Lot, Route 9 
Northbound and Texas Road, Marlboro Township, 
Monmouth County 
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Figure 83 
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Regal Cinema Commuter Parking Lot, Route 9 Northbound 
and Texas Road, Marlboro Township, Monmouth County 
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Figure 84 

Bus Stop on Route 9 Northbound - Access to Regal Cinema 
Commuter Parking, Marlboro Township, Monmouth County. 
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Figure 86 

Board of Education School Bus Parking Lot Off 
Route 9 Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 87 

Board of Education School Bus Parking Lot Off 
Route 9 Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 88 

Board of Education School Bus Parking Lot Off 
Route 9 Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 89 

Board of Education School Bus Parking Lot Off 
Route 9 Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 90 
Proposed Parking fot 

The Shoppes at Old Bridge 
Routes U.s. 9, N.J. 18 and Texas Road (CR690) 
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Figure 91 
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Parking Lot, The Shoppes at Old Bridge, 
Route 9 Northbound and Texas Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 92 

Parking Lot, The Shoppes at Old Bridge, 
Route 9 Northbound and Texas Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Parking Lot, The Shoppes at Old Bridge, 
Route 9 Northbound and Texas Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Parking Lot, The Shoppes at Old Bridge, 
Route 9 Northbound and Texas Road, Old Bridge Township 
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Pages 30P through 30S, are photographs taken shortly before the lot was completely 
striped for parking. The site is ideally located for the proposed shuttle, which would 
accommodate target area commuters from Old Bridge and adjacent Monmouth County 
municipalities who work in New Brunswick. This is a large parking lot that could be 
monitored to determine how many spaces are used daily by shopping center customers 
and if it can be used as a park and ride facility for the New Brunswick shuttle. 

Vacant Sites 

Old Bridge Township Planner Sam Rizzo suggested seven vacant properties in the 
vicinity of Routes 9 and 18 in Old Bridge to consider for park and ride facilities. Staff 
examined these sites to determine suitability for development and feasibility as pick up 
and drop off points for the New Brunswick shuttle service. The following is our analysis 
of each site: 

Block 21000, Lot 20.11 

This vacant 7.5 acre parcel, shown on Figure 95, page 31A, is located on Texas Road 
near Route 9 in Old Bridge. It is owned by the Association for Retarded Citizens. Figure 
96, page 3IB, shows that the lot is zoned for residential use. The parcel is in the RI20 
low density residential zone, according to Figure 97, page 31 C, entitled, "Old Bridge 
Township Proposed Land Use." The lot may not be suitable for development as a park 
and ride facility for the New Brunswick shuttle because a significant portion appears to 
be covered by wetlands, as shown on Figures 98 and 99, pages 31D and 3lE. 

Block 21000, Lot 20.12 

This 1.66 acre parcel is adjacent to Lot 20.11 on Texas Road in Old Bridge and is 
situated in the R120 low density residential zone. Figure 98 shows wetlands on a small 
portion of the lot. It could be developed as a park and ride facility; however, it is 
privately owned. This is a good location for the proposed shuttle, which would 
accommodate target area commuters from Old Bridge and adjacent Monmouth County 
municipalities who work in New Brunswick. The property would have to be rezoned for 
this use. 

Block 21000, Lot 21 

This 2.5 acre lot also abuts Lot 20.11 on Texas Road and is zoned R120 low density 
residential. It is owned by Jersey Central Light and Power Company (JCP&L). The lot 
may not be suitable for development as a park and ride facility for the New Brunswick 
shuttle because most of it appears to be covered by wetlands, shown on Figure 98. 

Figure 100, page 31F, is a photograph showing Lots 20.11, 20.12 and 21. They abut Lot 
6.11 in Block 21000. It should be noted that this 162 acre parcel is within a 500 acre area 
slated for redevelopment, according to the "Old Bridge Crossroads Redevelopment Plan" 
prepared by Schoor DePalma, Inc. and may have an impact on Lots 20.11, 20.12 and 21. 
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Figure 96 

Potential Park & Ride Sites for 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick Shuttle 

Generalized Zoning Composite 
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Figure 97 
Old Bridge Township 
Proposed Land Use 
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Figure 98 

Potential Park & Ride Sites for 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick Shuttle 
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Figure 99 

Potential Park & Ride Sites for 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick Shuttle 
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Figure 100 

Block 21000, Lots 20.11,20.12 and 21, Texas Road Westbound 
Old Bridge Township 
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Block 21000, Lot 13.11 

This seven acre parcel is situated at the intersection of Route 9 and Texas Road, with 
frontage on both roadways, as shown on Figure 95. The lot is owned by the Township of 
Old Bridge and zoned R 120 low density residential. The lot may not be suitable for 
development as a park and ride facility for the New Brunswick shuttle because it is 
almost completely covered by wetlands, according to Figure 98. 

Block 21 000, Lot 18 

This 4.3 acre parcel, located on Route 9, abuts Lot 13.11 and is owned by JCP&L. It is in 
the RI20 low density residential zone. Figure 98 shows the lot is almost completely 
covered by wetlands and may not be suitable for development as a park and ride facility. 

The portion of Lot l3.11 on Texas Road is shown on Figures 101 and 102, pages 32A 
and 328. Lot 18 and a portion of Lot 13.11 at the intersection of Texas Road and Route 9 
are shown on Figure 103, page 32C. 

Lots 13.11 and 18 are adjacent to the Old Bridge Crossroads Redevelopment area. 

Block 16003, Lot 26 

This 12 acre privately owned parcel, shown on Figure 104, page 32D, is situated on 
Foxborough Drive and Route 18 northbound. It is zoned for conunercial use according to 
Figure 97, the "Old Bridge Township Proposed Land Use" Map on page 31 C, and the 
"Middlesex County Zoning Composite," Figure 105, page 32E. The lot is almost 
completely covered by wetlands and may not be suitable for development as a park and 
ride facility. Figures 106 and 107, pages 32F and 32G, show the wetlands. 

Block 16004, Lot 53 

This is a 9.33 acre lot, shown on Figure 104, is located on Foxborough Drive and Route 
18 northbound opposite Lot 26 in Block 16003. The parcel is privately owned and zoned 
for commercial use. It is almost completely covered by wetlands, as shown on Figures 
106 and 107, and may not be suitable for development as a park and ride facility. 

Figures 108 through 110, pages 32H through 32J, are photographs of Lot 26 in Block 
16003 and Lot 53 in Block 16004. Both properties abut the Foxborough Village 
residential subdivision, shown on Figures III and 112, pages 32K and 32L. 
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Figure 101 

Block 21000, Lot 13.11, Texas Road Westbound and Route 9 
Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 102 
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Block 21000, Lot 18, Texas Road Westbound and Route 9 
Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 103 

Block 21000, Lots 13.11 and 18, Texas Road Westbound and 
Route 9 Southbound, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 104 
Potential Park and Ride Site for Old Bridge 

to New Brunswick Shuttle: 
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Figure 108 

Block 16003, Lot 26, Route 18 Northbound and 
Foxborough Drive, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 109 

Block 16003, Lot 26, Route 18 N0I1hbound and 
Foxborough Drive, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 110 

Block 16004, Lot 53, Route 18 Northbound and 
Foxborough Drive, Old Bridge Township 
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Figure III 
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Foxborough Village, Route 18 Northbound 
Old Bridge Township 
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Figure 112 

Foxborough Village, Route 18 Northbound 
Old Bridge Township 
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Other Sites 

Block 17000, Lot 28.12 on Ferry Road and Route 18 in Old Bridge contains a section of 
the Raritan Bay Medical Center parking lot, shown on Figure 113, page 33A. It is zoned 
OG-3, General Office, according to the Old Bridge Township Zoning Map. The 
"Middlesex County Generalized Zoning Composite," Figure 114, page 33B, shows the 
property is designated for commercial use. Figures 115 and 116, pages 33C and 33D, 
show the hospital parking lot. The remaining portion of Lot 28.12 is vacant, as shown in 
Figures 117 through 121, pages 33E tlu'ough 331. There are wetlands on a small pOliion 
of the lot, as shown on Figures 122 and 123, pages 33J and 33K. The existing Raritan 
Bay Medical Center parking lot could be expanded to accommodate a park and ride 
facility for express bus or shuttle service to New Brunswick. 

Park & Ride Conclusions 

All of the existing Old Bridge Township park and ride facilities serving New York, 
Jersey City and Hoboken bound commuters are situated on Route 9.in the vicinity of the 
Routes 9 and 18 interchange. They appear to be, by virtue of their location, suitable as 
drop off and pick up points for the proposed New Brunswick shuttle service; however, 
our analysis indicates that use of most of these lots to accommodate New Brunswick 
bound commuters is not feasible. The lots are usually filled, often beyond capacity. They 
cannot be expanded because there is no adjacent vacant land, as most are surrounded by 
conunercial uses. 

Two existing Old Bridge lots could be considered as park and ride facilities for the 
proposed New Brunswick shuttle service. The Park and Ride Lot at Route 9 and Jake 
Brown Road, which is currently filled beyond capacity, could be expanded by leasing a 
portion of the adjacent commercial plant nursery property. Also, consideration could be 
given to designating unused spaces at the Route 9 and Throckmol'tonfficetown Road 
Park & Ride for New Brunswick bound commuters, 

The Old Bridge Township Board of Education Bus Parking Lot is suitable as a park 
and ride facility for the proposed New Brunswick shuttle or express bus service due to its 
regional location and size, The lot has access to southbound Route 9 and is large enough 
to accommodate school busses and parking for New Brunswick bound commuters. It 
should be noted that Old Bridge has entered into an agreement with the Board of 
Education to use approximately 60 parking spaces for New York bound commuters. 

The parking lot at The Shoppes at Old Bridge on northbound Route 9 and Texas Road 
is ideally located for the proposed New Brunswick shuttle or express bus service. The lot 
contains approximately 577 parking spaces; however, it is not known at this time how 
many spaces at this privately owned facility would be used by shopping center patrons, 
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Figure 113 
Potential Park and Ride Site for Old Bridge 
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Route 18 and Ferry Road 
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Figure 114 

Potential Park & Ride Sites for 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick Shuttle 

Generalized Zoning Composite 
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Figure 115 

Raritan Bay Medical Center Parking Lot 
Ferry Road, Old Bridge Township 

33C 



Figure 116 
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Raritan Bay Medical Center Parking Lot 
Ferry Road, Old Bridge Township 

33D 



• 

Figure 117 

Block 17000, Lot 28.12, Adjacent to Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, Route 18 Northbound and FelTY Road, 
Old Bridge Township . 
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Figure 118 

Block 17000, Lot 28.12, Adjacent to Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, Route 18 NOlthbound and Ferry Road, 
Old Bridge Township. 
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Figure 119 

Block 17000, Lot 28.12, Adjacent to Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, Route 18 Northbound and Ferry Road, 
Old Bridge Township. 
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Figure 120 

Block 17000, Lot 28.12, Adjacent to Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, Route 18 Northbound and Ferry Road, 
Old Bridge Township. 
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Figure 121 

Block 17000, Lot 28.12, Adjacent to Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, Route 18 Northbound and Ferry Road, 
Old Bridge Township. 
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Figure 122 

Potential Park & Ride Sites for 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick Shuttle 

o 
• 

255 5 . 0 

Middlesex County Plan ning Department 

Wetlands 

( 

Division o f Environmen t. Parks & ComprehensIve PlannIng 
October 2007 

33-J 

J 

1.020 Feet 
[=:I Potontia l Park & Ride Sitos 

Roads 

VVetlands 



Figure 123 

Potential Park & Ride Sites for 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick Shuttle 
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and whether the owner would consider leasing a portion of the parking for New 
Brunswick bound commuters. 

The Park & Ride Lot at the Regal Cinema shopping center on Route 9 and Texas Road 
is also ideally suited for shuttle or expanded bus service to New Brunswick, by virtue of 
its regional location, size and number of unused parking spaces. The facility is in 
Marlboro Township, Monmouth County, and is immediately adjacent to Old Bridge. 
Consideration should be given to negotiating with Marlboro Township to use a portion of 
this facility by New Brunswick express bus or shuttle commuters. 

The Board of Education bus parking lot, the Shoppes at Old Bridge and the Regal 
Cinema parking lots are facilities that could easily attract target area commuters from Old 
Bridge and adjacent Monmouth County communities who work in New Brunswick. 

Our analysis of the vacant parcels shows that only one of the seven suggested as potential 
park and ride sites is suitable for development. The others are either cover by or contain 
significant areas of wetlands that would preclude development. Lot 20.12, Block 21000, 
on Texas Road near Route 9, is a good location for a regional park and ride facility and 
express bus or shuttle service for Old Bridge and nearby Monmouth County residents 
who work in New Brunswick. The lot is privately owned. It is also near the Old Bridge 
Crossroads Redevelopment site. 

Lot 28.12, Block 17000 on Route 18 and Ferry Road adjacent to the Raritan Bay Medical 
Center parking lot should be considered for development as a regional park and ride 
facility for the proposed New Brunswick shuttle or bus. The site is just nOlth of the 
Routes 9/18 interchange. It is also accessible from Route 9 via Ferry Road. The site is 
most appropriate for express bus or shuttle service Ii-om Ferry Road along Route 18 to 
New Brunswick. The Raritan Bay Medical Center owns the property. 

IV. ANALYSIS OF POTENTIAL EXPRESS BUS ANDIOR 
COMMUTER SHUTTLE SERVICE 

The introduction of a new express bus or shuttle route to serve the Route 18 travel 
corridor between Old Bridge and New Brunswick is a way to alleviate congestion by 
reducing single occupancy vehicle commuter trips along Route 18 into downtown New 
Brunswick. It is anticipated that the express bus or shuttle service could attract 
commuters from park and ride locations along Routes 9 and 18. With gas prices rising, a 
threshold of interest in bus or shuttle service for the regional trip is becoming more 
attractive. Hence, this study examines possible routes serving potential park and ride 
locations that would facilitate commuter bus or shuttle service to New Brunswick. 
Figure 124, page 34A, shows the target area for the proposed Old Bridge to New 
Brunswick express bus or shuttle service ridership shed. 

Staff explored several potential express bus or commuter shuttle routes from Old Bridge 
to New Brunswick. Figure 125, page 34B, is a composite map that shows all of the 
potential routes. Staff drove each of the proposed routes during various peak periods to 
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detennine travel time and peak period travel conditions. All routes would originate at a 
park and ride facility in the vicinity of the Routes 9/18 Interchange. The following is an 
analysis of each route: 
Proposed NJ Transit 818 Express Bus Route Old Bridge to New Brunswick and 
Proposed Shuttle Service Route "A" 

Proposed Shuttle Route "A," shown on Figure 126, page 35A, begins at the Routes 9/ 18 
Interchange in Old Bridge and runs along Route 18 to New Brunswick. Middlesex 
County Department of Planning Staff rode proposed Route "A" during the a.m. peak on 
April 30, 2007. The 12.1 miles to New Street and 11.9 miles to Albany Street/Route 27 
took 38 minutes. This included a 14 minute delay due to congestion between NJ Turnpike 
Exit 9INaricon Place in East Brunswick and Route I in New Brunswick. The congestion 
was a result of volume, the Exit 9 merge, and construction on Route 18 in New 
Brunswick. This trip will be significantly shotter when the project is complete. 

Staff also rode the Route 18 route on June 12, 2007 during the p.m. peak via George 
Street in New Brunswick to the Routes 9 and 18 and Texas Road interchange in Old 
Bridge. The 35 minute trip began at 6: 15 and ended at 6:50 p.m. 

Staff extended this trip fi'om the New Brunswick train station to the Regal Cinema 
parking lot on Route 9 in Marlboro Township during the p.m. peak on July 17,2007, 
leaving the station at 5:14 and arriving at Regal Cinema at 5:30 p.m. The 14 mile trip 
took 36 minutes. 

Two types of commuter setvice could be provided for the above referenced route. The 
first would be an expansion of the NJ Transit 818 Local bus route, shown on Figure 127, 
page 35B; to include express bus service fi'om Old Bridge to New Brunswick, shown on 
Figure 128, page 35C, or a commuter shuttle from Old Bridge to New Brunswick, shown 
on Figure 126. 

Proposed Routes B through E, which originate in the vicinity ofthe Routes 9 and 18 
interchange, bypass some or all of Route 18. 

Proposed Shuttle Service Route "B" 

Proposed Route "B," shown on Figure 129, page 350, originates at Texas Road and 
Route 9 and ends at the NOlth Jersey Corridor train station in New Brunswick. The route 
runs along Texas Road, East Greystone Road, Old Bridge Englishtown Road (Middlesex 
County Route 527) and West Greystone Road in Old Bridge; Snowhill Street and 
Crescent Avenue in Spotswood; Old Stage Road and New Brunswick Avenue in East 
Brunswick; Ryders Lane in East Brunswick, Milltown and NOlth Brunswick; Route I and 
Milltown Road in North Brunswick; Hermann Road and Livingston Avenue in NOlth 
Brunswick and New Brunswick; George Street, Somerset Street, Easton Avenue and the 
train station in New Brunswick. 
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Figure 126 

Proposed Shuttle Service - Route "A" 
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Figure 127 

Existing NJTransit818 Local Bus Route 
Old Bridge - East Brunswick - New Brunswick 
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Figure 128 

Proposed NJ Transit 818 Express Bus Route 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick 
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Figure 129 

Proposed Shuttle Service - Route "B" 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick 
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Staff rode this 19.1 mile nonstop trip during the morning peak on April 23, 2007, starting 
at 7:54 a.m. at Texas Road and Route 9 and arriving at the New Brunswick train station 
at 8:45 a.m. The trip, which is 7.2 miles longer than Proposed Route "A," took 51 
minutes. 
Staff rode this route during the p.rn. peak on August 9, 2007, stmting at 5:05 p.m. at the 
New Brunswick train station and arriving at Route 9 and Texas Road in Old Bridge at 
6:07 p.m. The evening trip took 67 minutes, 16 minutes longer than the morning trip due 
to backed up traffic on Ryders Lane southbound from the Home Depot Shopping Center 
to the Milltown Road intersection. 

Proposed Route "C" 

Proposed Route "C," shown on Figure 130, page 36A, originates at Route 9 and Texas 
Road in Old Bridge and ends at the New Brunswick train station. This route nms along 
Route 18 from the Route 9 interchange to Main Street in East Brunswick; Old Stage 
Road and New Brunswick Avenue and Cranbury Road in East Brunswick; Ryders Lane 
in East Brunswick, Milltown and North Brunswick; Route I, Hermann Road and 
Livingston Avenue in North Brunswick; Livingston Avenue, George Street, Somerset 
Street and Easton Avenue to the train station in New Brunswick. Staff 

Staff rode this 18.8 mile nonstop trip during the morning peak on April 5, 2007, starting 
at 8:14 a.rn. at Texas Road and Route 9 in Old Bridge and an'iving at the New Brunswick 
train station at 9:00 a.m. The trip took 46 minutes. 

Staff rode this route fi'om the train station in New Brunswick to the Shoppes at Old 
Bridge on Route 9 and Texas Road during the p.rn. peak on August 6, 2007, leaving the 
station at 5:22 p.rn. and arriving at the shopping center at 6: 12 p.rn. The trip took 50 
minutes, slightly longer than the morning ride. There was backed up traffic on Ryders 
Lane southbound from the Home Depot Shopping Center to the Milltown Road 
intersection during the a.m. and p.rn. peaks. 

Proposed Route "0" 

Proposed Route "D," shown on Figure 131, page 36B, begins at Route 9 and Texas Road 
in Old Bridge and ends at the New Brunswick train station. This route runs along Route 
18 to Valley Road and Old Bridge Englishtown Road (County Route 527) in Old Bridge; 
Main Street, Old Stage Road, and Summerhill Road in East Brunswick; Ryders Lane in 
East Brunswick, Milltown and North Brunswick; Route I, Hennann Road and Livingston 
Avenue in North Brunswick; Livingston Avenue, George Street, Somerset Street and 
Easton Avenue to the train station in New Brunswick. 

Staffrode this 19.1 mile nonstop trip in during the morning peak on April 5, 2007 and 
during the afternoon peak on August 7, 2007. The morning trip took 42 minutes. The 
afternoon trip took 58 minutes due to slow moving traffic on Ryders Lane approaching 
the Milltown Road intersection. 
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Figure 130 

Proposed Shuttle Service - Route "e" 
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Figure 131 

Proposed Shuttle Service - Route "0" 
Old Bridge to New Brunswick 
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Proposed Route "E" 

Proposed Route "E," shown on Figure 132, page 37 A, originates at Route 9 and Texas 
Road in Old Bridge and tenninates at the New Brunswick train station. It is the longest 
route, 19.4 miles. It runs from Texas to East Greystone Road, Old Bridge Englishtown 
Road and West Greystone Road in Old Bridge; Snowhill Road and Crescent Avenue in 
Spotswood; Old Stage Road, Dunhams Comer Road and Church Lane in East 
Brunswick; Georges Road, Route 130, Hennann Road and Livingston Avenue in North 
Brunswick; Livingston Avenue, George Street, Somerset Street and Easton Avenue to the 
train station in New Brunswick. 

Staff rode tllis 25 mile route nonstop during the morning peak on April 5, 2007, leaving 
Texas Road and Route 9 in Old Bridge at 8:00 a.m. and arriving at the New Brunswick 
train station at 8:42 a.m. The trip, while longer in miles than the others, took 42 minutes. 

Staff rode this route during the p.m. peak on August 8, 2007, leaving the train station at 
4:55 p.m. and arriving at the Shoppes at Old Bridge on Route 9 and Texas Road at 5:58 
p.m. This trip took considerably longer, 63 minutes, than the morning ride due to slow 
traffic on southbound Route 130 between Washington Avenue and Adams Station Road. 

Bus/Shuttle Route Conclusions 

Staff determined that Proposed Route "A," which runs from the Routes 9 and 18 
interchange at the Monmouth County border along Route 18 to the New Brunswick train 
station is the fastest and shortest route. The trip took 38 minutes during the a.m. peak, 
even with a 14 minute delay due to volume, the Exit 9 merge, and construction on Route 
18 in New Brunswick. This trip will be significantly shorter when the project is complete. 
The trip along this route during the p.m. peak took just 35 minutes. 

As noted above, Proposed Route "A" from Old Bridge to New Brunswick along Route 18 
could be used for express bus service, such as an expansion of the NJ Transit 818 line, or 
a new commuter shuttle. 

Proposed Routes "B" through "E" originate in the vicinity of the Routes 9 and 18 
interchange and bypass some or all of Route 18 by using county and local roads, 
primarily Ryders Lane. 

Routes D and E, at 42 minutes during the a.m. peak, took the least amount of time. Route 
B, at 51 minutes during the a.m. peak, took the most time. Route C took 46 minutes 
during the a.m. and 50 minutes during the p.m. peaks. 

Trips along all of these routes took significantly longer than Proposed Route" A." 

Two major goals of this study are to alleviate congestion along the Route 18 corridor 
from Old Bridge to New Brunswick and to reduce reliance on the automobile. The 
objectives are to enhance the use of alternate travel modes by making access to commuter 
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Figure 132 
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bus service safer and more appealing, and to attract and support additional public transit 
trips to commercial and employment centers in East Brunswick and New Blunswick. 

It is anticipated that express bus or shuttle service could attract commuters fi'om park and 
ride locations along Routes 9 and 18. With gas prices rising, a threshold of interest in bus 
or shuttle service for the regional trip is becoming even more attractive. 

While Proposed Route "An is the shOitest and fastest, all of the routes could be attractive 
if the bus or shuttle service offers passengers a convenient, comfortable ride at an 
affordable cost. 

In light of the significant level of transit services existing on the Route 18 and Route 9 
corridors, it is also recommended that the connections between Route 9 and 18 bus 
services be improved to facilitate transfers in both the nOithbound and southbound 
directions. Possible locations to consider for improvements should include the Route 
9rricetown Roadrrlu'ockmorton Lane interchange area in Old Bridge for transfers 
between the existing Route 9 northbound and southbound services with the 818 NJ 
Transit local bus between New Brunswick and the Old Bridge Municipal Complex. 

V. PUBLIC OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Community involvement and coordination with municipal and county entities in the 
Routes 9 and 18 target area/ridership shed, public and private sector fixed route and 
demand responsive transportation providers, New Brunswick area employers are critical 
to the success of the proposed park and ride and commuter bus or shuttle service. The 
following are currently or soon will be involved with planning and implementing this
project: 

• Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders 
• Middlesex County Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC) 
• Middlesex County Department of Planning 
• Middlesex County Engineer 
• Middlesex County Department of Transportation (MCAT) 
• Old Bridge Township 
• East Brunswick Township 
• City of New Brunswick 
• Major New Brunswick Employers 
• Keep Middlesex Moving (KMM) 
• Rutgers University 
• New Jersey Depaltment of Transportation (NJDOT) 
• New Jersey Transit 
• North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority 
• Monmouth County Planning Board 
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The proposal for this study was introduced to the Middlesex County Transportation 
Coordinating Committee in December, 2004. The complete study will be presented to the 
TCC and the Transit Subcommittee in October, 2007. 

Staff reviewed the proposal for this study with Old Bridge Township Planner Sam Rizzo 
and Richard Zipp, who represents Old Bridge on the TCC, on January 27,2006. Morteza 
Ansari from KMM and Steve Fittante, MCAT Director, also participated in this meeting. 
Staff continues to consult with Old Bridge, MCAT and KMM on this project. 

It is impOltant to reach out to the traveling public, in this case, persons who live in the 
target area/ridership shed and commute to work in the New Brunswick area. Based on 
our analysis of2000 and 2005 U.S. Census data, it can be assumed that the majority of 
those workers drive to work along Route 18. 

This analysis should be enhanced by a survey to obtain information on travel patterns of 
persons who live in the target area/ridership shed and commute to New Brunswick, and 
to detennine whether these workers would choose to use express bus or shuttle service 
iiOln a regional park and ride facility in the vicinity ofthe Routes 9 and 18 interchange. 
As previously noted, Momnouth County included such a survey in their 1994 SOllthern 
/-287 COII/II/Ilter Blls Stlldy. Questions should include, but not be limited to: 

o Where do you live (municipality)? 
o Where do you work (municipality)? 
o Who is your employer? 
o How do you get to work? 
o How long is your trip? 
o Is public transit available for your trip? 
o If you drive alone or carpool what route do you take, i.e., Route 18, Ryders Lane, 

or other roads? 
o Do you pay for parking or does your employer provide free parking? 
o Does your employer have incentives for car pooling or use of public transit? 
o What are your regular work hours? 
o Does your employer provide for flex time? 
o Would you use express bus or shuttle service from a park and ride lot in the 

vicinity ofthe Routes 9 and 18 interchange to your place ofwork? 
o What is the highest fare you would be willing to pay for this service? 

VI. FUNDING 

Federal and state funding sources are described in Appendix 12. 

Commuters who use the proposed park and ride lot and express bus or shuttle would pay 
for these services. Prepaid permits would be required for the park and ride facility. Fares 
for the bus or shuttle should be competitive with those charged by other public transit 
providers. There should be cost saving incentives such as monthly passes. 
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Future Studies 

As previously noted, The Raritall River Strategy Plall. The Middlesex County 
Improvement Authority completed a study that explores the potential of the Raritan River 
as a major transpollation, recreational and economic asset. The study proposes ferry and 
water taxi service and facilities for recreational boaters, including a marina and floating 
dock. The feasibility of water taxi service from Old Bridge to New Brunswick should be 
explored in conjunction with bus shuttles, contingent upon dredging portions of the 
Raritan River and the South River to improve navigability. The potential water taxi route 
is shown on Figure 125, page 34B. 

The feasibility of regional bus or shuttle service by extending Proposed Route "AU from 
Freehold Township to New Brunswick via Routes 9 and 18 should be explored in a future 
study. This should be explored with NJ Transit and Monmouth County. 
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