WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
DISPLACED?
LIVING WITH FRIENDS OR FAMILY?

A Guide for Parents,
Guardians and Caregivers

If your family is in a temporary or inadequate

living situation due to a loss of housing, your

child might be eligible for certain educational
rights and services.
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THE MCKINNEY -VENTO ACT:
THE BASICS

If you lost your housing and now must live in a shelter, motel, vehicle,
camping ground, or temporary trailer; on the street; doubled-up with
family or friends; or in another type of temporary or inadequate housing,
your child has the right to receive help through a federal law called the
McKinney-Vento Act and the New Jersey law for education for homeless
children.
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Under the McKinney-Vento Act, children in the situations
described above are considered homeless for educational
purposes and have the right to:

» Go to school no matter where they live or how long they have lived
there.

» Attend either the local school or the school of origin, if this is in their
best interest; the school of origin is the school the child attended when
he/she was permanently housed or the school in which the child was
last enrolled.

» Receive transportation to and from the school or origin.

» Enroll in school immediately, even if missing records and documents
normally required for enrollment, such as a birth certificate, proof of
residence, previous school records or immunization/medical records.

» Enroll, attend classes and participate fully in all school activities while
the school gathers records.

» Have access to the same programs and services that are available to all
other students, including transportation and supplemental educational
services.

» Attend school with children not experiencing homelessness; a school

cannot segregate a student because he or she is homeless.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

When | am forced to move due to loss of housing, should | keep my child in the school of
origin or transfer my child to the local school?

Moving from one school to another can be very upsetting for children. They have to
leave the friends and teachers they know and get used to new friends, teachers and
classes. Because of this, it is usually best for your child to stay in his/her same
school (the school of origin), even if you move to a different area.

Here are some questions to think about when deciding whether your child should
stay in the same school or move to the new school where you're living:

» How old is your child?

» How permanent is your current living arrangement? Do you plan to move back
close to the school of origin or do you think you’ll stay near your current living
arrangement?

» Is your child attached to his/her school of origin? An older child who feels very
connected to his/her school or origin and /or is about to graduate might have a
harder time changing schools.

» How anxious is your child because you have had to move? Would changing
schools be overwhelming?

» Would changing schools cause your child to fall behind in school and receive bad
grades?

» Is this a good time of year for your child to change schools, such as at the end of a

semester or school year, after testing, or after an event that is important to your
child?

» How much time would your child have to spend going back and forth to the
school or origin? A long ride might have a negative impact on your child’s
schoolwork.

» Are there safety issues to think about in choosing which school your child should
attend?



What if the school and I disagree on where my child should go
to school?

If you and the school disagree, the school district has to tell you in writing why it
thinks your child should go to a different school than the one you want. The
district also has to tell you in writing how you can appeal this decision. Your child
can still enroll in, attend, and participate fully in the school you think is best for
him or her while the disagreement is being settled.
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Whom can I contact to help with my child’s education?

X/

*» Every school district has a local homeless education liaison. This person can
help you decide which school would be best for your child and communicate
with the school. The local liaison also can help your child get school supplies,
supplemental services, and free school meals; set up transportation to and
from the school of origin; and help you find community supports.

*» When you enroll your child in a new school, you should ask to meet his/her

teacher(s). You should also talk to your child’s teacher(s)every so often to talk

about how he or she is doing. Know at least one teacher at your child’s school
well enough to ask questions about your child’s school work and to give him
or her information that will help your child learn.

D)

% The school counselor can help your child deal with changes and challenges.
Share with this person any information about how your child is acting at home
or things he or she is dealing with that might affect his/her schoolwork.

¢ Other good people to know are the school principal, attendance officer, bus
driver, school social worker and school nurse.

¢ All school and school district staff can help make sure your child gets all the
services he or she needs to do well in school. You are an important partner in
your child’s schooling and should work as a team with the school and school
district.
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What questions should I ask regarding services under
McKinney-Vento?

>
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Who is the local homeless education liaison? How can I contact him or her?

What transportation is available for my child to stay in the same school
(the school or origin)?

If my child changes schools, who can help transfer records quickly?
How can my child receive free meals at school?
How can my child receive free school supplies, if needed?

Who can help if my child needs special education services? How quickly
can these services be set up?

What academic help is available for my child, such as Title I programs or
after-school tutoring?

What programs can help develop my child’s talents and address his/her
unique needs?

Are there sports, music or other activities available for my child?

How can my child go on class field trips or participate in other school
activities if I can’t pay for them?

[s there a preschool program for my younger children?

Disputes between parents or youth and the school can be appealed by
contacting the Executive County Superintendent of schools:

Ocean County - Thomas Dowd 732-929-2078
Monmouth County - Joseph Passiment 732-431-7810
Middlesex County - Laura Morana 732-249-2900
And the Commissioner of Education.



What can I do to help my child in school?

» Make sure your child goes to school every day and arrives
rested and fed

» Provide a quiet place for your child to do homework and set
aside time every day to help your child with homework

» Pay attention to your child’s health needs and take care of
problems early.

» Ask your child what he or she is learning in school; have him
or her explain it to you. If you show interest in your child’s
education, he or she will know what it is important.

» Read to your child every day; for older children, set aside
time each day for you and your child to read together
silently. Talk about what you read.

» Praise your child for what he or she does well, like getting a
good grade or playing on a school sports team.

» Listen to what your child shares with you and talk about any
problems he or she is having. You can also talk about these
problems with a teacher or school counselor.

» Encourage your child to participate in things like sports and
music.




Who can I contact for help to see if my child/children

and I are eligible for these services?

Contact the nearest neighborhood school and request this
information

District Homeless Liaison:

School Building Liaison:

Other Resources

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN)

Toll-free 1-800-654-SPAN (7726)

www.spannj.orgNational Center for Homeless Children (NCHE)
Toll-free Helpline: 800-308-2145 or homeless@serve.org

New Jersey Advocacy Network to End Homelessness
609-392-7820
www.njaneh.org

New Jersey Alliance for the Homeless
973-482-0625
Email: apostlehouse@aol.com

Family Promise (formerly National Interfaith Hospitality Network)
908-273-1100
www.familypromise.org



http://www.spannj.org/
mailto:homeless@serve.org
http://www.njaneh.org/
mailto:apostlehouse@aol.com
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Local Liaison

State Coordinator
For Homeless Education

Danielle Anderson-Thomas
609-984-4974




