
READ & MAKE

Found Paper Collage 
with “a River of words:  
the story of william carlos williams”  
by Jen bryant & illustrated Melissa Sweet
Explore the real-life story of the pediatrician, and Puerto Rican-American, NJ-based 
poet William Carlos Williams as told through multimedia illustrations by Melissa 
Sweet. Let the images and words inspire you to create your own poems and collages 
from a variety of your own found papers and other materials.  

Optional Supplies: 
● White cardstock for background
● A selection of scrap papers

- Go on a “materials hunt” though your junk mail or recycling bin to
find interesting materials to add to the supply collection

● Glue
● Scissors

Little artists will: 
● Practice identifying colors, patterns, and textures when selecting

pieces
● Notice and identify letters, numbers, and words in text printed on

papers
● Learn about step-by-step processes and cause and effect when

composing and gluing
● Use their imaginations to experiment with different possibilities

Assistant Tips: 
● Encourage thoughtful glue use by applying small dots of glue around

the edges of the smaller scrap paper.
● Assist the artist with proper scissor grasp, keeping their cutting

thumb up, elbow in, and arm down.
● Encourage artists to try different compositions before gluing one

down.
● Ask your artist to tell you about their artwork/process and write

down their artist statement to display alongside their artwork.

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages-na.ssl-images-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F51oWhWTrNdL._SX258_BO1%2C204%2C203%2C200_.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FMy-Hands-Sing-Blues-Childhood%2Fdp%2F0761458107&docid=BXQy2PA8auasdM&tbnid=27gwdpYFfAUAzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjvpYy7nY3lAhVBMt8KHb3mDUYQMwg5KAAwAA..i&w=260&h=261&client=firefox-b-1-d&bih=808&biw=1412&q=my%20hands%20sing%20the%20blues&ved=0ahUKEwjvpYy7nY3lAhVBMt8KHb3mDUYQMwg5KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


poetry Month 
READ & MAKE WItH Us! 

Found Paper Collage 
with “a River of words: the story of william carlos williams” 

by Jen bryant & illustrated Melissa Sweet




